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This text is designed to excite and interest students who have minimal knowledge of art and limited

confidence in responding to it. To this end, the book starts at the students' introductory level and

sets out to stimulate their active participation. Responding to Art integrates art and design forms that

students are already familiar with and have some interest in, including CD covers, magazine

advertisements, fashion styles, websites, crafts, product design, and folk art. In addition, the book

engages students and builds their confidence by incorporating into the opening chapter responses

to art by other introductory-level students.
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Born in Hawaii and raised in Brooklyn and Spring Valley, New York, Robert Bersson graduated from

Brandeis University with a BA degree in studio art. His instructors included Peter Grippe, Philip

Guston, and Jacob Lawrence. During his graduate years at the University of Maryland, he studied

with Anne Truitt and David Driskell and joined a Maryland faculty in 1977 that included such notable

artists as Sam Gilliam and Martin Puryear. To the present, Bersson continues to create artworks in

a variety of media and exhibits widely. A master educator, he has received a National Art Education

Association â€œArt Educator of the Year Awardâ€• and the James Madison University Distinguished

Teaching Award. His areas of expertise are modern and contemporary art history and students flock

to these and other courses he teaches in new media, art criticism, aesthetics, and art in society.

Growing out of his innovative teaching methods, Dr. Bersson has written two major art

appreciation/art history textbooks, Worlds of Art (Mayfield, 1991) and Responding to Art



(McGraw-Hill, 2003) that are used in colleges and universities across North America. A resident of

Harrisonburg in Virginiaâ€™s Shenandoah Valley for the past twenty-two years, Dr. Bersson has

been active in community affairs. He is a founder of Citizens for Downtown, an arts-centered

downtown revitalization organization, and is the leader of the Blacks Run Restoration Project, an

ongoing stream restoration/beautification project that has evolved into a seven-mile, linear-park

greenway through the city. Relating art to society has always been central to Berssonâ€™s efforts

as a writer, artist, educator, and community volunteer, and the artwork in the new childrenâ€™s

book, Stripes and Stars (Legacy, 2003), shows this. The â€œFlagâ€• drawings and paintings

featured in Stripes and Stars are creative interpretations of the American flag, the most basic

symbol of our democratic, multicultural society. Executed between 1995 and 2002 and exhibited in

art galleries in Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, D.C., the expressive Flag Pictures, in

childrenâ€™s book format, reach out to stimulate the creativity and aesthetic appreciation of young

children of all backgrounds.

I found this book to be a very difficult read. I am in an accelerated degree program and the book

was informative, but I got more out of the lecture. I feel that if the book is used for a traditional 16

week humanities course, a user will find the book to be very useful.

This book was in excellent condition and I could not have asked for a better price! I highly

recommend it!

I like this book. It is varied and comprehensive. It is not written as I expected, but it comes with a CD

that covers areas that I thought would be in book. Review questions, sample tests, areas to give

deeper thought to. The graphics are good, and it has critics that are very useful to use as guidelines

when I am asked to critic other works by my instructor. There is a good balance of different types,

genders, and genres of artists represented in the book.

Received item in less than a week in like new condition. Would definitely use this site again and

highly recommend to others.
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